
PLANNING COMMISSION 

121 N. CHURCH STREET – HUDSON MI 

REGULAR MEETING 

January 28, 2013 

6:30 P.M. 

 

The public hearing was called to order to by Chairman Sue Minton at 6:30 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: PRESENT:  Sue Minton, Dr. Jim Spencer, Jerry Tanner, Sr., Rob Hall, Nathan Van Wieren, and 

Brad Vande Zande  

    

  ABSENT:  Linda Robinson  

 

       LATE:  Donna Klinger - 6:32 p.m. 

   

  OTHERS:  Rex Murphy, City Manager Steve Hartsel, and City Clerk 

  Judy Tanner  

 

  

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

 

Excuse Absent Member(s): 

Motion by Rob Hall, seconded by Nathan Van Wieren to excuse Linda Robinson from the meeting, CARRIED 

6-0 by roll call vote. 

 

Minutes: 

Motion by Jerry Tanner, seconded by Rob Hall to approve the minutes of December 17, 2012, and place on 

file, CARRIED 7-0 by roll call vote. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

There was no Unfinished Business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

APPOINTMENT:  Rex Murphy – Planning Commission: 
Due to the resignation of Namrata Carolan in November, 2012 there is a vacant seat on the Planning 

Commission.  Rex Murphy has submitted a request application to be appointed to the Planning Commission with 

a term to expire in July, 2015.  Mr. Murphy has served on the Planning Commission for approximately 13 years 

in the past, and during that time he contributed greatly to the Commission.  Mr. Murphy is an active community 

member and meets all the minimum requirements of being appointed to the Planning Commission.  

 

Motion by Rob Hall seconded by Jerry Tanner to recommend to Council to appoint Rex Murphy to the 

Planning Commission with a term expiring July, 2015, CARRIED 7-0 by roll call vote. 

 

FY 2013-14 Budget Discussion: 

The Planning Commission was provided with a copy of their current FY 2012-2013 Budget, and was requested to 

review and make any changes they would like to see in their FY 2013-2014 Budget.  City Manager Steve Hartsel 

advised that the City Recreation Master Plan is scheduled to be updated this year, and may require some 

consulting fees from Region II Planning Commission.  The final draft budget will be approved by the Planning 

Commission at a future meeting. 



 

 

VISITORS BEFORE COMMISSION: 

Rex Murphy – 315 State Street:  Thanked the Commissioners for recommending his appointment to the Planning 

Commission to Council. 

 

  

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
 There is a minor water leak beneath the new water tower.  Jones & Henry Engineers and DPW personnel 

have inspected the tower.  One of the first follow-on steps will be to inspect the inside piping at the 

concrete-encased bend upstream of the exit of the foundation (where the suspected source of the leak is 

located).  The cause may be faulty construction.  The tower is out of warranty, but is covered under our 

municipal insurance policy, so no significant City expenses are expected to be incurred.  In the meantime, 

the City water system remains functional, and water from the tower may be used in case of an emergency. 

 Consumers Energy Electrical Substation replacement: Main equipment installation is largely complete. 

Pole and grounds work is in progress.  Consumers Energy will be sending a letter out shortly to area 

residents and businesses regarding the completion of the substation, which is expected on March 15
th

.  

LDFA members may recall that during the design stage of the project, we asked Consumers to consider 

locating the replacement substation at the Industrial Park.  Consumers decided to maintain the substation 

at the current location because of electrical load-balancing advantages. 

 Bailey Excavators are beginning construction of the Murdock Trail this week.  Most of the construction 

near Lincoln Elementary will occur after school lets out. 

 Preliminary work at the Dollar General site has concluded- the next stage will consist of constructing the 

actual building. We do not have a date for that work. The company did complete a sign permit last week 

for the street and building signs for the store. 

 Consumers Energy needs to relocate the electrical poles on Pleasant Street next month in order to allow 

crews to begin curb and gutter work on the street in the spring.  Some trees near the curb have already 

been removed. 

 Hi-Lex Controls intends to begin construction shortly of a 9000 square foot expansion on the west end of 

their facility.  The new construction will include enclosed bays for scrap metal dumpsters, and is expected 

to cost at least $250,000.00. 

 We have approved the demolition permit for the former Metalloy foundry- the entire rear foundry 

complex is now slated to be scrapped down to the pavement, leaving only the office building off Main 

Street remaining on the site, as well as the large pole barn on the north side of Mechanic Street, which is 

being sold to a private party who has pledged to renovate its exterior.  The Land Division Committee has 

approved a parcel split of the central foundry area at the north edge of the foundry building where the 

office parcel will end.  We are moving ahead with the remaining parcel splits for the north/south strip and 

the ½ acre parking lot. 

 LDFA members heard a presentation from Mr. Greg Vaughn of Wolverine Engineers and Surveyors 

regarding the Land Division Act and platting at the Industrial Park.  No action is likely in the foreseeable 

future apart from marking of the current notional parcels and dedicating the completed Industrial Drive in 

order to receive State Act 51 road mileage credit.   

 The owner of the former Bank of Lenawee building informed me last week that the facade project for the 

building will go ahead this year.   

 Council approved the submission of an application to the MEDC for a Downtown Improvement Grant 

(DIG) for the reconstruction of the two north parking lots.  We should be notified in February whether our 

application was approved, and work would then commence in late spring with an August completion date. 

 We are considering doing a newspaper article to inform people in town that there will be something very 

important happening this spring with the S2 Grant that we have received from the State.  This grant 



funding will assist us in locating how the water is getting into our Waste Water Treatment System.  This 

is a pre-requisite to fixing the streets and sidewalks, to fix what is underneath first.  

 Waste Water Treatment Plant Superintendent Mike Shadbolt has informed me that 2 of the 3 main 

Influent Pumps have been replaced as of last week, and he expects to replace the 3
rd

 pump sometime this 

week.   Council budgeted $30,000.00 to replace the 3 Influent Pumps, which ended up costing only 

$20,000.00.  

 

 

COMMISSION COMMENTS: 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion by Jim Spencer, seconded by Nathan Van Wieren to adjourn the meeting at 6:56 p.m.  There were no 

objections. 

 

 

ATTEST:  ___________________________________________ 

        Judith A. Tanner 

 

 


