
RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
121 N. Church Street, Hudson, MI  49247 

Minutes of October 11, 2012 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

 

The Recreation Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chairperson John Enerson at  

7:20 p.m. 

 

Roll Call: Present:  Karen Downing, John Enerson, Amy Hill and Ali Moreno 

Absent: Steve Kope and Wayne Perry 

   

Others Present: Dennis Smoke, Joann Crater, City Manager Steve Hartsel, and City Clerk Judy Tanner. 

 

============================================================================= 

 

ORDERS OF THE DAY: 

 

Setting the Agenda: 

 

Excuse Absent Member(s): 

Motion by Karen Downing, seconded by Ali Moreno to excuse absent members from the meeting.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY by voice vote.  

 

Motion by Amy Hill seconded by Karen Downing to add the appointment of Tom Romanowski to the 

agenda as Item A and shift new business down accordingly, and add the 2013 Midwestern Volkswagen 

Jamboree to the agenda as Item H., CARRIED: Unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Minutes: 

Motion by Ali Moreno, seconded by Amy Hill to approve the minutes of March 31, 2012, and place on 

file, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY by voice vote. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Recreation Advisory Board Reappointments: 

Tom Romanowski has submitted a request to be appointed to a 3-year term on the Recreation Advisory Board 

that will expire in July 2015.  Mr. Romanowski meets all the minimum requirements to be appointed to the 

Recreation Advisory Board. 
 

Motion by Amy Hill, seconded by Ali Moreno to recommend to Council to appoint Tom Romanowski to a 

3-year term on the Recreation Advisory Board expiring in July 2015, CARRIED:  Unanimously by voice 

vote.  

 

 

 

 

 



Recreation Advisory Board Reappointments: 

Ali Moreno, John Enerson and Wayne Perry have expressed an interest in being reappointed to a 3-year term 

on the Recreation Advisory Board expiring in July 2015.  Ali, John and Wayne meet all the minimum 

requirements to be reappointed, and are not indebted to the City.  

 

Motion by Karen Downing, seconded by Amy Hill to recommend to Council to reappoint of Ali Moreno, 

John Enerson and Wayne Perry to the Recreation Advisory Board with a 3-year term expiring in July 

2015, CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY by voice vote.  
 

Election of Officers: 

Motion by Ali Moreno, seconded by Karen Downing to elect the existing officers John Enerson as 

Chairman, and Amy Hill as Vice Chairman, CARRIED:  Unanimously by voice vote. 

 

Motion by Karen Downing, seconded by Tom Romanowski to elect Ali Moreno as Secretary, CARRIED:  

Unanimously by voice vote.  

 

Finances: 
City Manager Steve Hartsel advised the board what was budgeted for the current fiscal year that concludes 

on June 30, 2013.  

 

Revenue:    2,550.00 

 

Expenses:  

Administration      750.00 

Operating Supplies      100.00 

Field & General Maintenance       50.00 

Audit Fees         50.00 

Field Trips       500.00 

Recreation Upgrades   1,000.00 (Ladies Rest Room Stall Doors) 

Miscellaneous Expense     100.00 

   Total Expenses   2,550.00 

 

 

The board questioned the Summer Recreation budget, and Mr. Hartsel advised that up until last year’s 

budget the Summer Recreation program received $4,000.00 – $5,500.00.  The board questioned if there 

would be money available in their 2013/14 budget for a summer recreation program.  Mr. Hartsel 

recommended that the board discuss putting a proposal together for the budget for summer recreation at their 

meeting in January 2013.  The board discussed whether they would need to put together a plan before 

Council would approve the budget for a summer program.    

 

2012-2017 Recreation Master Plan: 
City Manager Steve Hartsel advised the board that it is time to update the 5-year Recreation Master Plan.  

Mr. Hartsel advised that there may be a need for a special meeting before January for the board to work on a 

few stages of the Plan.  Mr. Hartsel advised that Region 2 Planning Commission had assisted in putting the 

2008-2012 Recreation Master Plan together, and asked the board to start considering who they would like to 

hire to assist with updating the plan.  He also advised the board that the hardest part of the plan is collecting 

the local input, which has already been done in the community in the last twelve months as part of the City’s 

Master Plan.  Region 2 could update all the census data and the statistics, and then the board could meet and 

decide what kind of substitutes or qualified changes they might want to make to the plan. The board 



reviewed and discussed the goals and objectives portion of the plan.  The board was asked to start thinking 

about what specific types of recreation they would like added to the plan in the next ten years, and start 

thinking about a long term plan of what would they like to see in the City of Hudson.  The board discussed 

holding a meeting in a month to further discuss the survey and data updates for the Recreation Plan.  Mr. 

Hartsel stated that he will contact Region 2 to see what they could do for us.   

 

2013 Summer Recreation Program: 
The board questioned how the summer recreation program went when it was offered in 2010.  Joann Crater 

advised the board that no one participates at Webster’s Park unless you have water activities, and no one 

signed up for the field trip to the Mud Hens game.  In her opinion was that children don’t come out and play 

like they used to, and she stated that even with the Library reading program the participation was very low 

this year.  The board question if there was a committee to come up with and plan, and it was better advertised 

would there be more participation.  It was in agreement that the board would appoint a sub-committee to 

work on the program and its advertisement.  Several members volunteered to help work on the committee to 

come up with ideas for the summer activities.  Chairperson John Enerson appointed Amy Hill, Tom 

Romanowski, Joann Crater and Karen Downing to the sub-committee.      

 

Playground Equipment Budgeting: 

Chairperson John Enerson read the goals of the Recreation Plan.  Goal number three was to develop 

playgrounds:  Construct and/or rehabilitate and expand existing playgrounds; and introduce new playground 

elements such as splash pads.  The board discussed that just one piece of playground equipment is very 

expensive, and Mr. Hartsel stated that they are basically trying to accrue the money in the recreation budget.  

He explained that assuming that the existing level of funding is approved by Council for the 2013/14 budget, 

on July 1 there will be an accrual of $15,000.00 available for playground equipment.      

 

2013 Midwestern Volkswagen Jamboree: 

Dennis Smoke of Rumors Restaurant addressed the board advising them of his and Rick Cramer’s plans to 

bring a Midwestern Volkswagen Jamboree event to Hudson in 2013.  He stated that Mr. Cramer was here in 

2011 to discuss bringing the group here over Memorial weekend.  Mr. Cramer was the President of the 

Michigan Vintage Volkswagen Group, and has since stepped down as the president of that group.  He and 

Rumors have partnered to bring the Volkswagen Jamboree to Hudson in 2013.   

 

Mr. Smoke advised that he and Mr. Cramer are looking at Memorial Park to set up for 3-days on June 7, 8 & 

9, 2013.  They are looking for support from the Recreation Advisory Board to use Memorial Park, and 

requested cooperation from the sports leagues not to schedule anything from June 6
th

 through the 9
th

 2013.   

  

Some board members question what the Jamboree is, and Mr. Smoke advised that it is basically a bus 

campout, and they are expecting 30 to 80 busses.  There will also be a swap meet for people with vintage 

Volkswagen parts, and a car show on Sunday bringing 100 to 200 vehicles in, and some of them would camp 

over the weekend.  He also stated that they would draw approximately 1,500 to 2,000 people into town over 

the course of the weekend, and this event would coincide with the Sacred Heart Spring into Summer 

Festival.   

 

Motion by Ali Moreno, seconded by Amy Hill to support the 2013 Midwestern Volkswagen Jamboree, 

CARRIED:  Unanimously by voice vote. 

 

 

 

 



 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Trail Update: 

City Manager Steve Hartsel provided the board with copies of the Hudson Trail Plan-Overview, and a 

Proposed Route for the Sunrise Meadows Trail.  He advised them that the proposed Murdock Trail is about 

to begin, and Council just approved the initial project development for the Sunrise Meadows Trail from N. 

Maple Grove to Meadowbrook Dr.  The continuation of the trail from Meadowbrook Drive down to the 

Industrial Park would have to be split and done in a different project, which would complete a loop 

approximately 10K long.  The Murdock Trail project is projected to be 80% funded by Congestion 

Mitigation Air Quality Grant money.   

 

Mr. Hartsel advised that Our Saviour Lutheran members voted to allow their governing board to sign an 

easement agreement with the City to route the trail through their property.  It would continue from in front of 

Lincoln Elementary through the church property and allow the continuation around behind past the ball field 

on the high school property. 

 

Mr. Hartsel commented that the goal is to eventually have a trail to link Memorial Park to the downtown area 

with the proposed South Trail, which would most likely begin next to Bean Creek off Main Street.  He stated 

that the people that just purchased the former Metalloy facility are offering the old Mackinaw road strip and 

the parking lot off Fayette Street to the city for a minimal price, while adding the Bean Creek-abutting strip 

of land to the east of the foundry for free.  The Bean Creek strip could be used to continue the linear park, 

and could continue down to Memorial Park.  The Mackinaw strip could be used to reconstitute Mackinaw 

Street. The parking lot area off Fayette Street could be used as a city parking lot and add additional 

downtown parking, or for the Library and Sacred Heart, or for people walking the trail.  In addition this 

would keep the truck traffic off S. Market Street.    

 

Mr. Hartsel advised that he was approached by an engineer who had seen the stone railroad bridge behind the 

Cinema, and he suggested that that we need to get a trestle and start using the railroad bridge, and put in a 

trail back over to Railroad Street.  Then it could be tied into the linear creek and on to Tiffin Street.  The goal 

would be to try and get about $300,000 to $400,000.00 dollars in CMAQ money in about three years to 

actually put a trestle over the back of the Cinema and use that stone railroad bridge ultimately ending up at 

U.S. 127.      

 

Mr. Hartsel advised that members of the DDA met on Friday with the people running Lake Hudson to talk 

about some synergies’ between the City and the Park.  The board questioned if Consumers Energy was still 

going to relocate the sub-station on Main Street, and Mr. Hartsel explained that due to the load capacity the 

station will be upgraded in its present location.    

 

Motion by Tom Romanowski, seconded by Amy Hill to support the Hudson Trail Plan Overview, 

CARRIED:  Unanimously by voice vote. 

 

 

VISITORS BEFORE THE BOARD: 

There were no visitors. 

 

 

 

 



 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 

 We now have a Class A 330 ft. long Tractor Pull Track down by the Waste Water Treatment Plant 

that trucks and tractors can use, and was done basically for free.  They are talking about doing 3-4 

pulls next summer possibly generating a lot of money.  

 

 

BOARD COMMENTS: 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion by Amy Hill, seconded by Ali Moreno to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

Judith A. Tanner, City Clerk  


